
Cardinal Ridge Elementary is in full swing 
and  by now,  you have  received many 
reports from your children about their 
experiences thus far.  We are moving from 
constructing a school building to building 
a school community as our students delve 
into the instructional demands of their 
grade level.  In a short few weeks, we have 
held many events to introduce our school 
to the community, which included our 
Dedication Ceremony on October 9th.  We 
are so proud of the work that our students 
and staff  completed in preparation for the 
ceremony.   

Special thanks are extended to all of our 
parents who assisted with preparation for 
and during the ceremony.  We are so 
grateful to have your assistance.  A special 
thank you is extended to Mrs. Melinda 
Mansfield, who served on our Committee 
and Mrs. Debbie Vail who coordinated the 
Scouts.  Our dedication ceremony commit-
tee also deserve special recognition: Mrs. 
Feeser, Mrs. McGregor, Mrs. Josselyn, Mrs. 
Balas, Mrs. Murray and Ms. Bush  We also 
extend our thanks to our neighbors, Luns-

ford Middle School and Freedom High School 
for participating in our big day. 

Now we turn our focus entirely on our goal 
for Cardinal Ridge which is to provide a 
sound and rigorous instructional program 
that challenges students to achieve at high 
levels.  We seek to incorporate STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) in-
struction regularly in the classroom.  Our 
teachers have been working hard to establish 
practices that support and focus on a rigorous 
course of study. 

From the Principal’s Desk 

Music 

What is that sound that you hear, oh it’s just the marvelous Cardinal Ridge musicians at 
work! If you happen to be in the building on either Tuesdays or Wednesday at 2:00-2:30, 
you may hear the wonderful sounds coming from our fourth and fifth grade chorus. The 
Fifth Grade chorus members had their first performance during our school’s Dedication Cer-
emony.  Third grade students have begun preparation for their upcoming performance of 
“Why Do Mosquitoes Buzz in Peoples Ears?” on November 18th.  We hope that you will be 
able to join us.  The music page will be  updated regularly to keep you informed of upcoming 
musical events during the school year.   
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Dates to Remember 

Cardinal Ridge Spirit 
Week: October 27-31 

* Monday: Wacky Tacky Dress day 

* Tuesday:  Jersey Day 

* Wednesday: Pink Day 

* Thursday:  Cardinal Ridge colors 

* Friday:  Class Colors 

   KG:  Yellow 
   1st:  Blue 
   2nd:  Green 
   3rd:  Orange 
   4th:  Purple 
   5th:  Red 
 

End of Quarter:  
October 31 
 

Student Holiday:  
November 3-4 
 
Report Cards Sent home: 
November 11 
 

Third Grade Concert:  
November 18 
 

 
American Education Week:   
November 17-21 
 

 
PTO Meeting: 
November 20 
 
 

No School:  
November 26-28 

Parent Conferences 

In the first few weeks of school, teachers have been administering diagnostic assessments 
in reading and math in order to create appropriate instructional groups and to meet stu-
dents where they are.  For example, in math, our teachers administer pre-tests in each 
unit.  The results of these pre-tests will provide teachers with essential information which 
will be used to group students for instruction. The results of these assessments will be 
discussed with  parents  during  the parent-teacher conferences scheduled for this quar-
ter.  If you have not had a chance to schedule a conference with your child’s teacher, 
please call the school or email the teacher to set up a time to meet to discuss your chil-
dren’s progress. 

Dr. Williams presents Dr. 

Anderson with the Coat of 

Arms of the Earl of Loudoun at 





Classroom teachers will be distributing monthly newsletters to provide parents with information about the activities that are 
taking place in the classroom.  Parents will also be sent monthly school newsletters to provide information about school-
wide events and activities.  School newsletters will be distributed electronically.  If you are in need of a physical copy of the 
newsletter, please be sure to alert the office.  Also, please visit our school’s website for more information about what your 
children are learning in their classrooms.   

Communication 

Cardinal Ridge will be using DreamBox Learning's Math Program, an online, Intelligent Adaptive Learning(tm) program 
that helps all students achieve better, faster math proficiency.  DreamBox is a supplemental computer program that will be 
used by each student at least 40 minutes per week in school. While home use of DreamBox is also encouraged, it is optional.  

Teachers will utilize reporting features in DreamBox to drive differentiated direct instruction in their classrooms.  Your 
child can access DreamBox Learning from any computer, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week using this link: https://
play.dreambox.com/login/kwah/cardinalre 

To access DreamBox on iPad, go to http://www.dreambox.com/ipad, or search for "DreamBox Math" in the App Store. 
When prompted in the app, use this School Code:  kwah/cardinalre 

Parents may also review their child’s academic progress with a DreamBox Parent Account.   Please follow these steps to 
create your free Parent Account: 

1. Go to https://play.dreambox.com/login/kwah/cardinalre 

2. Have your student login to their profile just as they would at school. 

3. Click Setup Parent Access at the bottom of the page. 

4. Follow instructions to create a new login and password. 

5. Read Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. 

6. Click "Submit". 

Log into your home account after set up: 

1. Go to http://play.dreambox.com 

2. Enter your email address and password. 

3. To see student progress, click the "Parent Dashboard" button. 

If you have any questions, please contact DreamBox Client Care by calling 877-451-7845 (weekdays 7am to 5pm, Pacific 
Time), or email support@dreambox.com. 
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Dream box 

Student Speaker—

Mahi Anand 



Reading is in the air at Cardinal Ridge! Students in every classroom have been working on building their stamina to read for 

longer periods of time independently. We have also been working on building reading communities as students are choosing 

the books they want to read on their "just right" level. All students have also been working on learning how to choose books. 

Many classrooms have learned the "I-PICK" method, in which students choose books independently based on their Purpose, 

Interest, if they Comprehend the text, and Know most of the words. Try this the next time you visit the library with your 

child!  

In addition to building communities, students have been working on different reading strategies, such as making connections, 

making predictions, retelling, questioning, and summarizing. Teachers have been assessing each child through running rec-

ords, conferring, and anecdotally to find each child's strengths and needs. They will be differentiating their instruction to fit 

your child's specific needs.  Students will be testing using the DRA. For more information about this, check out the read-

ing page on the Cardinal Ridge website. This is another piece into understanding your child in regards to reading, and it will 

drive our instruction in the classroom. Remember to check out the reading page every month for some helpful hints and texts 

that may help you at home with your child! 

From the Reading Specialist 

Students are settling into the library’s routine and are enjoying checking out the new books. We have a school of eager 

readers!   In October,  Kindergarten,  First, and  Second grade students will become more familiar with locating favorite  

authors in the Everybody section by using alphabetical order and we will read fiction and non-fiction book pairings.   Third 

grade  students  will  continue to  learn  to  navigate  the   non-fiction  section of the  library and to distinguish genres in 

fiction.     Fourth and Fifth grade students will increase their skills in searching for books and websites using our online cat-

alog - Alexandria.   Fourth grade will begin a Digital Citizenship program at the end of the month as we introduce how to 

build strong passwords.   Fifth grade will begin to explore our subscription online resources at the end of the month. 

We look forward to our first Cardinal Ridge Book Fair in November from the 17th - 21st.   If you are able to help with the 

book fair, please email our Library staff, Maria Sogegian at maria.sogegian@lcps.org. or Missy Wiedow at 

missy.wiedow@lcps.org.   Thank you! 
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Library 

Our school community has been so responsive to our needs.  Even before school opened, our volunteers made themselves 

available for our school.   Thank you, South Riding! 

Library Book Shelving Day– Thank you! 



*Unless otherwise indicated, events are held at the LCPS Admin Bldg, 21000 Education Court, Ashburn, 20148.      Events 
cancelled when schools are closed or after school activities cancelled. 
Call 571-252-2185 or go to www.lcps.org/prc to register. Titles are linked to event flyers. 

Autism Series: The Message of Behavior  
* Identifying and Analyzing the Communication Function of Behavior is Critical 
Thursday, October 30, 9-11 am 
* MANDT for Parents Series 
Three Sessions on Oct. 30, Nov. 6 and 13 from 6:30-8:30: Attendance required at all sessions 
* Building Healthy Relationships, Communication and Conflict Resolution Autism Series: Adolescent Issues: They DO Grow 
Up! 
Topics Include Hygiene, Socialization, Fears, Behavior, Health & More 
Thursday, November 6, 9-11 am 
* Positive Mealtime Strategies Causes and Strategies for Eating Challenges 
Thursday, November 20, 9-11 am 
 

TRANSITION SERIES 
*Harper Park Middle School*, 701 Potomac Station Dr. NE, Leesburg, 20175 
* Middle School, Connection, Moving on from Elem to MS with an IEP 
Monday, December 1 from 6:30-8:00 pm 
* Kindergarten Connection, Moving on from ECSE to Kindergarten with an IEP 
Monday, December 8 from 6:30 – 8:00 pm 
If due to a disability, you need assistance or an interpreter, call 571-252-2185 7 days before an event. 
 

Tips for parents 

Ticket, please!: If you want to limit your youngster’s TV time, try this idea.  Every week, give her seven slips of pa-
per.  Each is good for an hour of television.  Remind her to plan ahead.  For example, if she wants to watch a two-hour movie 
on Saturday, she’ll need to save an extra ticket during the week. 

Be there!: Regular attendance in elementary school sets up a good pattern for your child’s entire school career.  
Show him that school comes first by trying to keep days off for illness and family emergencies.  Also, schedule routine doctor 
and dentist appointments for after school or over school breaks. 

Study smarts: From a history test at the end of each month to a spelling quiz every Friday, studying is a skill young-
sters will need throughout their years of school.  Help your child study with these tips. 

Start a habit: Encourage your youngster to treat studying as a daily assignment, not just something he does the 
evening before a test.  For example, he might study 15 minutes every night for a spelling test on Friday.  After he finishes his 
regular homework, he can spend a little time reviewing his notes and handouts. 

Tackle textbooks: When your child has a chapter to study, have him “preview” it to increase his understanding.  He 
should glance over headings, graphics, and photos and go to the glossary to look up boldface words. Tip: If he finds a section 
hard to grasp, he could read a picture book on the topic. For a science unit on matter. 

Mix it up: If your youngster reviews information in several ways, he’ll be more likely to remember it.  He might use 
colored pencils to copy each spelling word or math fact onto a separate index card.  Then, he can shuffle the cards and study 
them in a different order each time.  For extra reinforcement, suggest that he spell each word or recite each fact aloud. 

After-school chats: “What’s in your backpack?” Greet your child with this question, and you’ll discover a lot about 
what she does in class. 1) Set aside time each day to go through her papers.  Try to do it first thing after school when her day 
is fresh in her mind.2) Look over your youngster’s work together.  Help her feel proud by making a specific comment about 
something she’s done.  For instance, if she shows you a picture she drew in art class, you might say, “The gray sky and big 
waves look just like our rainy day at the beach.” 3) Have her talk through math problems or science experiments to show 
you what she’s learned.  She might explain how she finds the perimeter of a triangle or why ants dig tunnels, for example.  
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All students have the right to attend school where their individual differences are respected and where they are free of fear 
of harassment and bullying. LCPS actively upholds and supports efforts to prevent harassment and bullying. Incidents of 
harassment or bullying should be reported to the principal, assistant principal or administrative intern immediately.  
Bullying is: 
 an intentional electronic, written, verbal or physical act of aggression or a series of acts that occur in a school setting; 

(School setting shall mean in the school, on school grounds, in school vehicles, at designated bus stops or at any activity 
sponsored, supervised or sanctioned by the school). 

 is persistent or pervasive;  

 is directed at another student or students;  

 occurs in a relationship characterized by an imbalance of power;  

 may create a personal fear that interferes with a student’s ability to function; and has the effect of  substantially interfer-
ing with a student’s education, creating a threatening environment; or substantially disrupting the orderly operation of 
the school.  

At Cardinal Ridge, the bullying prevention framework adheres to LCPS expectations and  consists of three main components: 
1) Providing students with the skills to respond appropriately to peer mistreatment or bullying; 2) Building resiliency skills 
in all students as prevention for bullying behaviors or victimization 3)and teaching the entire school community a consistent 
bystander and adult response to peer mistreatment and bullying to effectively interrupt behavior that is disrespectful /
hurtful to others.  

Through the Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) our staff strives to implement strategies that are com-
prehensive and taught school-wide in an effort to protect students and prevent bullying.  
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Bus Patrols 

Effective the week of October 27th, each of the 12 busses that serves 
Cardinal Ridge will be assisted by 5th grade patrols .  The selected 5th 
grade patrols have demonstrated to our staff that they responsible 
and ready to assume a leadership role at Cardinal Ridge. Our patrols 
will be trained by both school and district staff in order to be effective 
in their positions.  Some of their responsibilities will be to assist stu-
dents on the bus and provide another set of eyes for the drivers.  Our 
patrols will also remind students of behavioral expectations on the 
bus. 

Parent Liaison 

Ms. Yarrell, who currently serves 

as our part time secretary, will be 

working as our Parent liaison.  

Please contact her if you are in 

need of assistance. 

On October 31, students are expected to 

arrive to school dressed as usual.  We 

ask that parents help us by ensuring that 

makeup and costumes are kept for after-

school. 

October 31 
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Technology Corner – What is going on in the lab? 

At Cardinal Ridge Elementary School, your child has been learning to 
program a computer using software called Scratch.  Programming in 
Scratch is an ideal way to encourage creativity and problem solving 
skills,  while also helping students to become more confident with infor-
mation and communication technology skills that could help them in 
many future careers.  

Scratch is a downloadable or web-based program, for your PC or   Mac  
that makes it easy for you to program your own interactive stories, 
games, and animations, through colorful drag-and-drop blocks. It comes 
with some background images, characters and sounds ready to use, but 
you can also add your own images and sounds, making it even more fun. 

Students are using Scratch in the computer lab. They are being given 
programming tasks that allow them to create,  share, and collaborate on 
interactive applications. These app projects are aligned to other content 
area standards, bridging the classroom curriculum with 21st century 
learning skills. Students are encouraged to use Scratch at home; howev-
er, this is not required. 

The software comes from trusted and respected Education institute, 
MIT, and is safe to download. An online editor is also provided that does 
not need to be downloaded.  

Your child doesn't need to sign up for anything, but there is a free online 
moderated community that your child can join where they can share 
their projects with others. There is a huge benefit in sharing projects 
and receiving and giving constructive comments. For further infor-
mation see http://scratch.mit.edu. 

 

You can download Scratch at no cost at http://scratch.mit.edu for the PC 
or Mac. 

 

 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) the Enterovirus D68 (EV-D68) is a non-polio enterovirus 

that was first identified in the United States over 50 years ago. Cases have recently been confirmed in several states. EV-D68 

causes respiratory illness and the virus can be found in respiratory secretions such as saliva, nasal mucus, or sputum. It can 

be spread from person to person when an infected person coughs, sneezes, or touches surfaces and contaminates them.  

Mild symptoms of the disease may include fever, runny nose, sneezing, cough, skin rash, mouth blisters, and body and muscle 

aches.     There are no anti-viral medications currently available to treat the EV-D68 infection, so thorough hand-washing 

continues to be the most effective deterrent to illness, followed by avoiding touching eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed 

hands. In addition, avoidance of kissing, hugging, and sharing cups or utensils with someone who is sick is important.  

Additional information may be found at the following websites:  

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention   

http://www.cdc.gov/non-polio-enterovirus/about/EV-D68.html?s_cid=cdc_homepage_whatsnew_001  

Virginia Department of Education  http://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/index.shtml  

Health News 

Student Speaker  

Max Muldoon 



All school volunteers are to complete 

the volunteer form.  This is an LCPS 

requirement to increase safety 

measures at our schools.    Please 

return this form to your child’s 

teacher or to our office. 

Thank you so much to Mrs. Julie Knowles who collected books during the summer for our 

school and classroom libraries.  Our staff is grateful for your donations and our students are 

using these books each day. 

Volunteers 

Donations – thanks for the books!  

Parents who are picking students are 

asked to remain at the flag pole. The 

classroom teachers will bring students 

to you.  Currently, some of our younger 

students are getting a bit lost when they 

encounter parents.  It is difficult for our 

staff to ensure that students are able to 

follow them to the busses.    Due to this 

concern, please assist us by remaining at 

the flag pole when collecting children for 

pick-up. your children. 
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We welcome parents to have lunch 

with their children.  Please help us 

by ordering a lunch by 9:00 a.m. so 

that our staff can prepare enough 

meals.   We also ask  that  parents  

use  the adult restrooms located 

near the office and not the student 

bathrooms that are across from the 

cafeteria. 

Car Riders Parent Lunch 

Visiting Cardinal Ridge 

All visitors are required to report to the school office upon entering the building. Visitors must “sign in” and obtain a pass 
before going to other areas of the building.  Parents bringing items to their children must come to the office to avoid dis-
rupting classroom instruction.  Even parents who regularly volunteer should be sure to sign-in at the beginning of each 
visit and wear the appropriate identification sticker. These procedures are for the safety of our students and staff.          
Classroom visitations need to be arranged in advance through the classroom teacher and/or the principal. Disruptions to 
classroom teaching and learning are minimized as a result. 


